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1. Key Messages 
Adaptive Management 
The management regime recommended for Boulevard Bush Reserve in this 
Environmental Management Plan has been developed based on the current conditions 
within the Reserve. Over time, as conditions in the Reserve change and to mitigate the 
impact of climate change, the management regime recommended for the Reserve will 
also need to be adapted to meet these challenges. 
Handle with Care 
Many of the environmental assets contained within the Boulevard Bush Reserve are in 
good to very good condition which, in a landscape that is largely fragmented and 
depleted of biodiversity values, is extremely valuable. All management activities need to 
be undertaken with this in mind and should ensure that they do not have a negative 
impact on the Reserve’s environmental values. 
Partnership approach 
Boulevard Bush Reserve is made up of two parcels of land for which Greater Shepparton 
City Council and Parks Victoria are the responsible land managers. There are a number 
of community groups and individuals who have an interest in the Reserve. The 
development of this Environmental Management Plan and its ongoing implementation 
will have input from a range of partners and stakeholders. 
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2. Introduction 
Boulevard Bush Reserve is a section of unique River Red Gum woodland which 
encompasses 13.6ha of land in North Shepparton, northern Victoria, as shown in Figure 
1 below. 

 
Figure 1: Boulevard Bush Reserve, North Shepparton, Victoria 

Bordered by the Goulburn River and The Boulevard, the land that forms the Reserve is in 
two parcels situated in the Shepparton Regional Park. The Reserve is owned by Greater 
Shepparton City Council and Parks Victoria (Figure 2).  
The former freehold parcel of Boulevard Bush Reserve was purchased by Greater 
Shepparton City Council in June 2010 with the intent for the community to enjoy and 
appreciate its natural values and to conserve its environmental features.  
Prior to this, the land was owned by the Tassicker family. Mary and Norman Tassicker 
purchased the Tassicker farm in 1931 for their son Bert. The 650 acre farm, under 
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irrigation, was originally part of the Wanganui Estate. Half the property was sold after 
Norman passed away, however Bert retained his half which included the land on the 
river side of the Boulevard. Unfortunately Bert was killed in a tractor accident in 1960, 
after which the remaining farm was sold to a local syndicate for housing development 
(Brady, E., 1996).  
The Reserve has a good representation of native understorey plants and large old trees 
that support a large number of hollows. There are some areas where Kangaroo Grass 
dominates whilst other low-lying depressions maintain a high cover of Tall Sedge, Pale 
Rush, Leafy Flat-sedge and Common Club-rush, all typical riparian species. Some of the 
fauna species that have been sighted in the Reserve include echidna, beautiful woodland 
birds such as the Azure Kingfisher and platypus in the Goulburn River. A full list of Flora 
and Fauna species can be found in Appendix A and B. 
Prior to Council purchasing the freehold land, the Goulburn Broken Catchment 
Management Authority developed a draft concept plan, RiverConnect Boulevard 
Property Master Plan, which outlined some potential works that could be undertaken on 
site to protect its high conservation values and encourage a range of passive 
recreational activities. This concept plan influenced where Council installed the 
boundary fence and walking path after purchase in 2011.  
In order to understand what plants and animals were in the Reserve, a Flora and Fauna 
Assessment of the site was conducted by Integrated Catchment Services in October 
2012. This document also included some interim management actions that are currently 
being implemented. These include track maintenance, weed removal and the formal 
naming of the site, Boulevard Bush Reserve (Guinane, S., 2012). 
A second Flora and Fauna Assessment was undertaken by Out of the Woodlands 
Environmental Consultancy from October 2017 to June 2018.  
A number of community groups and individuals have expressed their interest in 
Boulevard Bush Reserve the Shepparton Mooroopna Urban Landcare Group (SMULG) in 
particular. To date SMULG have volunteered their time to undertake some of the actions 
highlighted in the Flora and Fauna Assessment and have run community events at this 
site in conjunction with Council. 
This Environmental Management Plan has been produced by Greater Shepparton City 
Council in partnership with RiverConnect Land Management Group (LMWG). The 
purpose of this plan is to provide direction for the future environmental management of 
Boulevard Bush Reserve. This draft management plan will be subject to public 
consultation and Council and Parks Victoria endorsement.  
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3. Boulevard Bush Reserve Vision, Values and Objectives 
3.1 Vision  
The local community will value, protect and enhance the environmental values of 
the Reserve, whilst utilising it as a passive recreational and educational space. 
3.2 Values 
There are 4 key values identified as being a priority for Boulevard Bush Reserve. 
These are: protection and enhancement of native flora and fauna; passive 
recreation; education; and partnerships. 

3.2.1 Protection and enhancement of native flora and fauna The Reserve has a good representation of native plants that support an array of 
fauna species. There are good patches of a range of native flora species, 
including a number of large hollow bearing trees. Boulevard Bush Reserve gives a 
good representation of what the River Red Gum Woodland would have looked 
like prior to European settlement. 
3.2.2 Passive Recreation Due to its close proximity to a major urban setting, Boulevard Bush Reserve is an 
ideal location to promote passive recreational activities such as walking, fishing, 
bird watching, picnics and other low impact activities. Neighbouring residents 
and visitors are encouraged to utilise the Reserve as a unique space to enjoy 
these activities in a natural setting. 
3.2.3 Education Boulevard Bush Reserve is a valuable site for environmental education due to its 
close proximity to a major urban setting and natural beauty. There are a range of 
opportunities to educate community members, community groups and schools 
about a variety of ecological processes, flora and fauna and general natural 
resource management issues.  
3.2.4 Partnerships The joint management of Boulevard Bush Reserve extends beyond partnerships 
between Greater Shepparton City Council and Parks Victoria as land owners, to 
include other community groups, agencies and individuals as outlined in Section 
5: Roles and Responsibilities.  

3.3 Management Objectives  
As Boulevard Bush Reserve is in relatively good condition and is in such close 
proximity to an urban setting, the majority of management activities over the 
Reserve will focus on maintaining and enhancing habitat values, maintaining low 
impact recreational use and providing the opportunity for community education. 
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Management Objectives will focus on weed control, revegetation, installation and 
maintenance of passive recreational infrastructure, enhancing habitat values and 
hosting community education activities. 

 
4. Governance 
Whilst the Boulevard Bush Reserve Management Plan outlines the management of both 
Greater Shepparton City Council and Parks Victoria parcels of land located within the 
Reserve (Figure 2 below), Greater Shepparton City Council is not responsible for the 
activities, infrastructure or events that occur on the Parks Victoria owned parcel of land. 
Likewise, Parks Victoria is not responsible for the activities, infrastructure or events that 
occur on the Greater Shepparton City Council owned parcel of land. 

 
Figure 2: Boulevard Bush Reserve Land Ownership. Parks Victoria Shepparton Regional Park 
 parcel borders the Goulburn River and the Greater Shepparton City Council (GSCC) parcel.  
Greater Shepparton City Council parcel borders Parks Victoria parcel and The Boulevard. 

 
The RiverConnect Land Management Working Group (LMWG) is the nominated Advisory 
Committee for Boulevard Bush Reserve. As a sub-group of the RiverConnect 
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Implementation Advisory Committee (IAC), the RiverConnect LMWG will seek Council 
endorsement and provide regular reports to Council through the RiverConnect IAC, as 
shown below in Figure 3.  

                       
Figure 3: Governance for Boulevard Bush Reserve 

 
The RiverConnect Land Management Working Group determines an annual Action Plan 
for the reserve. 
 
5. Roles and Responsibilities 
A range of organisations, community groups and individuals have an interest in 
Boulevard Bush Reserve. With these interests come a range of formal and informal 
responsibilities that need to be fulfilled in order to ensure that the management and 
development of the Reserve continues in an integrated manner. The key stakeholders 
for Boulevard Bush Reserve are: 

 Greater Shepparton City Council, as the owner of the northern parcel of land that 
comprises the majority of Boulevard Bush Reserve. Council’s annual budgetary 
process will determine the ability to deliver management actions. 

 Parks Victoria, as the owner of the parcel of land bordering the Goulburn River 
that comprises Boulevard Bush Reserve. Parks Victoria’s annual budgetary 
process will determine the ability to deliver management actions. 

 Yorta Yorta Nation Aboriginal Corporation, as the Registered Aboriginal Party 
with responsibility for the management of all Aboriginal Cultural Heritage within 
Greater Shepparton. This activity must operate within a detailed legislative 
process. YYNAC has a co-operative agreement with the State of Victoria over the 
management of crown land and water in this area. Under this agreement the 
Yorta Yorta Joint Body was established to provide formal advice and 
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recommendations to the Minister for Environment.  Boulevard Bush Reserve falls 
within the designated areas of this agreement. 

 RiverConnect Implementation Advisory Committee, as a partnership platform 
providing high level oversight, strategic direction and advice to stakeholder 
organisations and nominated working groups. 

 RiverConnect Land Management Working Group, as a cross agency-community 
forum addressing various issues and exploring opportunities regarding public 
land management within the RiverConnect area. It is the nominated advisory 
group for the Boulevard Bush Reserve. 

 Shepparton Mooroopna Urban Landcare Group, who have identified Boulevard 
Bush Reserve as one of their areas for on-ground works and have a significant 
role to play as both a member of the RiverConnect Land Management Working 
Group and as a lead community group, and  

 Adjacent residents, who do not have any authoritative responsibilities but play 
an important role in preserving the values of the Reserve. The major 
responsibilities of residents whose properties are in close proximity to Boulevard 
Bush Reserve are to ensure that any activities do not have an adverse impact on 
the values of the Reserve. 
 

 
The following sections outline the roles and responsibilities vested with these key 
stakeholders.  
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Role / responsibility Council Parks Victoria YYNAC LMWG SMULG Residents 
Provide budgetary and officer support for 
implementing management actions 

GSCC Native Open Space 
GSCC Environment 

Parks Victoria     

Seek external funding GSCC Native Open Space 
GSCC Environment 

Parks Victoria     

The management (control) of a range of identified 
pest plant and animal species in consideration of 
seasonal conditions and available resources 

GSCC Native Open Space Parks Victoria     

Monthly site inspection of the Reserve GSCC Native Open Space      
The completion of regular safety audits to ensure that 
all infrastructure within the Reserve is safe 

GSCC Native Open Space Parks Victoria     
The management of infrastructure/assets contained 
within the Reserve to ensure that it meets safety and 
other requirements of the Council 

GSCC Native Open Space      

The repair of any damaged infrastructure within the 
Reserve subject to the Council’s annual budgetary 
process 

GSCC Native Open Space      

Management of vehicle and equipment hygiene GSCC Native Open Space Parks Victoria     
Attend regular meetings with RiverConnect Land 
Management Working Group representatives to 
ensure that there is sufficient cooperation and 

GSCC Native Open Space 
GSCC Environment 

Parks Victoria   SMULG  
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Role / responsibility Council Parks Victoria YYNAC LMWG SMULG Residents 
coordination of management of the Reserve. This 
meeting would also be utilised to discuss strategic 
issues  
Fulfil regulatory requirements under Local Law 
1(GSCC, 2008)  

GSCC Local Laws      

Fulfil regulatory requirements under Crown Land 
(Reserves) Act 1978 (Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978) 

 Parks Victoria     

Where appropriate, consultation of proposed 
activities outside of the action plan, with the 
RiverConnect Land Management Working Group  

GSCC Native Open Space Parks Victoria   SMULG  

Have a designated person within the organisation  for 
all urgent works on issues such as fallen limbs or 
damaged infrastructure  

GSCC Native Open Space Parks Victoria   SMULG  

Minimise the risk of injury to users of the land GSCC Native Open Space 
GSCC Environment 

Parks Victoria   SMULG  

Conduct community education programs in 
partnership with other stakeholders, and 

GSCC Environment 
 

Parks Victoria   SMULG  

Conduct community working bees in partnership with 
other stakeholders 

    SMULG  
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Role / responsibility Council Parks Victoria YYNAC LMWG SMULG Residents 
Ensure that staff undertake appropriate training for 
working in an environmentally sensitive area. 

GSCC Native Open Space 
GSCC Environment 

Parks Victoria   SMULG  

Wildfire suppression  Parks Victoria     
Provide recommendations on Cultural 
appropriateness of reserve works programs  

  YYNAC    

Provide recommendations on Environmental 
programs from Yorta Yorta Nation’s perspective 
where possible 

  YYNAC    

Provide guidance and strategic direction in 
monitoring the health of the Reserve 

   LMWG   

Develop the annual action plan which incorporates 
community education programs 

   LMWG   

Undertake appropriate public relations, promotional 
and education activities to maintain and, where 
appropriate, enhance the profile of the Reserve 

   LMWG   

Oversee implementation of the annual action plan    LMWG   
Report bi-monthly to the RiverConnect 
Implementation Advisory Committee 

   LMWG   
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Role / responsibility Council Parks Victoria YYNAC LMWG SMULG Residents 
Minimise the risk of injury to users of the land    LMWG   
Provide two way communications between members 
representative organisations and the working group, 
and 

   LMWG   

Develop a list of proposed works for budgetary 
consideration by October each year and table at the 
RiverConnect Land Management Group meeting. 

    SMULG  

Develop a list of proposed works for budgetary 
consideration by December each year for review by 
Council. 

   LMWG   

Via email, notify the appropriate Council contacts 
before and after a spraying activity. This will include a 
list of those involved, what chemicals are being used, 
the spray rates and a completed Spray Data Form 
(Appendix F) 

    SMULG  

Domestic animals are secured as per Local Law 1; 
Community Living, Part 6 (GSCC, 2018) 

     Residents 

Fallen timber collection does not occur      Residents 
Any undesirable activity is reported to Council, such 
as motor bike activity, rubbish dumping, etc 

     Residents 
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5.6 Contacts 
The majority of management activities are undertaken by Council, Parks Victoria or 
Shepparton Mooroopna Urban Landcare Group. In order to streamline the 
interaction between these organisations and ensure a timely response, up to date 
contact information for these representatives needs to be maintained via the 
RiverConnect Land Management Working Group. 
Each of these organisations will identify designated officers for all contact relating to 
Boulevard Bush Reserve.  

Name Organisation Position Contact Number 
Paul Parsons Greater Shepparton City 

Council 
Co-ordinator - Native Open 
Space 

0409 310 499 

Meg Pethybridge Greater Shepparton City 
Council 

RiverConnect Project Officer 0400 231 269 

    
Neville Wells Parks Victoria Ranger – Team Leader 0427 327 522 
After Hours 
Council Contact 

Greater Shepparton City 
Council 

nil (03) 5832 9700 

5 Management Zones 
As Boulevard Bush Reserve is in relatively good condition, the majority of management 
activities over the Reserve will focus on weed control, revegetation, installation and 
maintenance of passive recreational infrastructure and enhancing habitat values. 

 
Four management zones (see figure 4)have been identified in Boulevard Bush Reserve 
derived directly from Flora and Fauna Assessment for Tassicker’s Block, Shepparton 
(Guinane, S., 2012), each of which is made up of a patch work of Ecological Vegetation 
Classes (EVC). Each of these zones varies in environmental condition and requires 
different management actions.  
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 Figure 4: Boulevard Bush Reserve Management Zones. The Roadside Zone is delineated  
in red (Zone A), the Northern Zone in yellow (Zone B), the Southern Zone in green (Zone C),  
and the Gully Zone running into the Goulburn River in blue (Zone D) (Guinane, S., 2012). 

 
5.1 Zone A 
This zone of 1.00 ha is contiguous with the southern road reserve of The Boulevard, 
although fenced from it, along its entire east-west length of 460m (Fig. 4). This zone 
has been predominately cleared of woody vegetation and is dominated by 
introduced species at ground level (Guinane, S., 2012). 

 
Figure 5: Zone A looking east from near the car park (Guinane, S., 2012). 
Zone A comprises Riverine Grassy Woodland EVC (EVC No. 295) and a small area of 
Sedgy Riparian Forest EVC (EVC No. 816) (Appendix D). 

Zone A Zone B 

Zone C Zone D 
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The management objectives for this zone will focus primarily on weed control, 
revegetation of overstorey and understorey species, the re-introduction of logs and 
general indigenous landscaping. Further detailed management objectives are 
outlined in the Boulevard Bush Reserve Action Plan, Section 14. 
5.2 Zone B 
This zone of 3.71 ha is contiguous with Zone A to its north, and is defined by the foot 
track on its southern, western and eastern boundaries (Fig. 4).  
This zone retains its woody overstorey vegetation, and at ground level is a mixture of 
annual/perennial introduced species and indigenous large-tufted graminoids. This 
zone drains to a lower-lying depression which is central to the site, and where most 
of the indigenous large-tufted graminoids are located (Guinane, S., 2012). 

 
Figure 6: Zone B looking north from the foot track (Guinane, S., 2012). 
Zone B comprises Riverine Grassy Woodland EVC (EVC No. 295), Floodplain Wetland 
Aggregate EVC (EVC No. 172) and Sedgy Riparian Forest EVC (EVC No. 816) (Appendix 
D). 
The management objectives for this zone will focus on the control of introduced 
species and minimal understorey revegetation. 
5.3 Zone C 
This zone of 8.74 ha is contiguous with zone B to its north (which is north of the foot 
track), and is defined by the Goulburn River on its southern, western and eastern 
boundaries (Fig. 4).   Most of this zone is slightly elevated relative to Zone B. This 
zone retains its woody overstorey vegetation, and at ground level is a mixture of 
annual/perennial introduced species, and indigenous large-tufted graminoids 
(Guinane, S., 2012). 
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Figure 7: Zone C looking south from the foot track (Guinane, S., 2012). 

 
Figure 8: Zone C looking east along the foot track (Guinane, S., 2012). 
Zone C comprises Sedgy Riparian Forest EVC (EVC No. 816) and Floodplain Riparian 
Woodland EVC (EVC No. 56) (Appendix D).  
The management objectives for this zone will focus primarily on weed control and 
minimal understorey revegetation. 
5.4 Zone D 
This zone of 0.17 ha is a gully embedded within Zone C which runs south-east to the 
Goulburn River on its southern boundaries (Fig. 4). This zone retains little of its 
woody overstorey vegetation, and at ground level is a mixture of bare earth (on the 
banks), annual/perennial introduced species, and indigenous large-tufted graminoids 
(Guinane, S., 2012). 
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Figure 9: Zone D Looking north up the gully from the edge of the Goulburn River (Guinane, S., 2012). 

 
Figure 10: Zone D Looking west along the bank of the Goulburn River from the base of the gully 
(Guinane, S., 2012). 
The management objectives for this zone will focus primarily on weed control. 

6 Terrestrial Management 
6.1 Indigenous Plants 
A large range of native trees, shrubs, grasses and groundcovers are distributed 
throughout Boulevard Bush Reserve (Guinane, S., 2012). Every effort should be taken 
to retain these species and where possible, to increase the distribution and 
abundance of Indigenous plants. 

6.1.1 Management of Established Trees and Fallen Timber Fallen timber from the trees in the Reserve provides valuable habitat for a 
range of native species. Any fallen timber on or near tracks will be relocated 
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by Council to maintain pedestrian access. Fallen timber should be placed one 
to two metres off the path edge. 
Council is responsible for the management of trees within the freehold 
section of the Reserve from a public liability perspective and will conduct 
annual audits on trees within the maintenance zone of the paths. A copy of 
this report will be provided to the RiverConnect Land Management Working 
Group. Trees within the Shepparton Regional Park are the responsibility of 
Parks Victoria. 
If there are trees present within the Reserve that Council believes to be a 

danger to the public, the fate of these trees will be determined by Council 
after consultation with the RiverConnect Land Management Working Group 
so that options other than complete removal of the tree can be considered. 
Council will then be responsible for undertaking the necessary actions. 
6.1.2 Fire It has been recommended that fire is not an appropriate management tool 
for Boulevard Bush Reserve; however, there may be unique circumstances in 
the future where it may be utilised. In some circumstances, fire is able to be 
used as an adaptive management tool to modify the species composition of 
vegetated areas. Any use of fire should be conducted under sound scientific 
information and guided by expert and traditional owner advice.   
6.1.3 Revegetation Activities A range of revegetation activities have been proposed for each of the zones 
throughout the Reserve. Specific detail regarding these activities can be 
found in the Boulevard Bush Reserve Action Plan and will be reported against 
at regular RiverConnect Land Management Working Group meetings. 

6.2 Weed Control 
6.2.1 Types of Weeds A large variety of introduced grasses and groundcover species are present 
within the Reserve.  These are both perennial and annual. Significant weeds 
within the catchment were also found across the site: Paterson’s Curse, 
African Lovegrasss and Bathurst Burr are Regionally Controlled Weeds; Spear 
Thistle and Variegated Thistle are Restricted Weeds; Jerusalem Cherry, Tall 
Fleabane and Phalaris are Undeclared Weeds (DSE 2008). 

 
A list of introduced species can be found in the Flora species recorded from 
Boulevard Bush Reserve, Shepparton document (Appendix A) (Williams, L. 
and Stothers, K., 2018). 
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6.2.2 Weed Management Any works to manage terrestrial weed species should be undertaken with 
due care. Non-chemical solutions are preferred and hand weeding may be 
undertaken as appropriate. If required, minimal appropriate herbicides and 
application rates should be used for the specific species being targeted, with 
the least toxic spray being the preferred option. Care should be taken to 
ensure that any herbicide application does not affect indigenous species. 

 
A works program has been identified in the Boulevard Bush Reserve Action 
Plan and will be incorporated into the appropriate Council work plans. 
Typically, this will involve the application of an appropriate herbicide at the 
most appropriate time. 

 
All spray operators require a Chemical Users Certificate and the designated 
Council contacts must be notified of any spraying activity, including type of 
chemical being used, and a list of non-Council employees undertaking 
spraying.  

6.3 Fauna 
A range of fauna species have been identified in Boulevard Bush Reserve and these 
species utilise the range of habitats available. A full species list can be found in the 
Fauna recorded within Boulevard Bush Reserve, Shepparton attachment (Appendix 
B) (Williams, L. and Stothers, K., 2018). Most notable are the presence of the 
endangered Squirrel Glider, the near threatened Brown Treecreeper and the near 
threatened Azure Kingfisher (DSE 2013). 

6.3.1 Indigenous Fauna Six conservation-significant fauna species have been identified as occurring 
within the Reserve, at both the State and Regional levels: State - Squirrel Glider 
(Petaurus norfolcensis), Azure Kingfisher (Alcedo azurea), Black-chinned 
Honeyeater (Melithreptus gularis), Brown Treecreeper (Climacteris picumnus), 
Jacky Winter (Microeca fascinans); Regional – Platypus (Ornithorhynchus 
anatinus) (Williams, L. and Stothers, K., 2018). Notable species previously 
identified include Short Beaked Echidna (Tachyglossus aculeatus) (Figure 11) 
(Guinane, S., 2012). 
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Figure 11: Short Beaked Echidna (Tachyglossus aculeatus) (Roberston, P., n.d) 

6.3.2 Fauna Management There is a lack of appropriate hollow-bearing trees for hollow-
dependent fauna habitat in the Reserve (Williams, L. and Stothers, K., 
2018). Management actions for the local fauna will focus on habitat 
for the provision of hollows and monitoring of pest species. The 
RiverConnect Land Management Working Group supports the 
installation of next boxes through the RiverConnect Education 
Program to enhance the Reserve’s habitat value. Annual monitoring 
with wildlife cameras will be undertaken through this program to 
determine the success of nest box introduction and inform further 
management plans. 

6.3.3 Pest Animal Control Along with a significant range of indigenous fauna species there are also 
numerous introduced fauna species that utilise the Reserve. The Domestic 
Cat (Felis catus), European Red Fox (Vulpes vulpes), and European Rabbit 
(Oryctolagus cuniculus) have been identified within the Reserve (Guinane, S., 
2012 and Williams, L. and Stothers, K., 2018), with each of these species 
having a negative effect on the environmental values of the Reserve. Foxes 
and feral and domestic cats are predators that predate upon native species 
that utilise the Reserve and are not permitted in the Reserve. Rabbits inhibit 
the regeneration and revegetation of native plants. 
The location of the Reserve and its proximity to urban areas limits the control 
measure for these species. Control measures such as shooting or baiting are 
inappropriate. Cat trapping was undertaken by the Greater Shepparton City 
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Council in the Reserve 3 times per year from 2014 to 2018, with little to no 
evidence of cats recorded in the Reserve over this time. The RiverConnect 
Land Management Working Group will continuously monitor pest animal 
activity with the assistance of the wildlife cameras put out in the 
RiverConnect Education Program. Detailed management options are outlined 
in the Boulevard Bush Reserve Action Plan, Section 14.  

6.4 Cultural Site Management 
The Goulburn River was a permanent water source to Yorta Yorta Nation people and 
European settlers. The resources the River system supports and the Rivers 
themselves were, and continue to be, the lifeblood of these communities. 

6.4.1 Aboriginal Heritage 
The Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 governs the protection and preservation of 
Cultural Heritage in the State of Victoria. Yorta Yorta Nation Aboriginal 
Corporation is the designated Registered Aboriginal Party for the protection 
of Cultural Heritage within their traditional country, which encompasses 
Boulevard Bush Reserve.   
Given the close proximity to waterways of the Boulevard Bush Reserve, it can 
be assumed that the site was utilised by Yorta Yorta Nation people prior to 
colonial times. For legislative purposes “areas of Cultural Heritage Sensitivity” 
are defined by the Regulations as including:  

 Areas within 200 metres of a waterway, prior waterway, lake, waterhole, natural spring wetland, or lunettes  
 Land within 50 metres of a registered cultural heritage place, and 
 Landscape features such as prior waterways 

Accordingly, it is strongly advised that advice is sought regarding the 
potential requirement of a Cultural Heritage Assessment prior to the 
commencement of any major works on site.  
6.4.2 European Heritage Timber, particularly red gum harvesting, was an important early industry for 
the region. Red gum was a prized timber, harvested for local consumption as 
well as for the Melbourne markets. Transport of the timber was via Paddle 
Steamer, which once travelled up the Goulburn River to Shepparton. 
Travelling labourers did much of the early colonial timber milling with hand 
tools. The colonial hardwoods were difficult to work. Initially trees were 
felled by cutting notches into the timber, which would support planks of 
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timber for the timber cutters to stand on.  Crosscut saws or axes were used 
to then saw the timber to appropriate lengths. There is an example of a 
crosscut saw tree in Boulevard Bush Reserve.  
During its varied history, Boulevard Bush Reserve was also used to stable 
horses that would race at the nearby racecourse. Horses were stabled in 
barbed wire pens across the site, of which remnants have been located.  
A European Heritage Assessment is recommended for Boulevard Bush 
Reserve. 

6.5 Litter Management 
Prior to the erection of a boundary fence which restricted vehicle access, Boulevard 
Bush Reserve saw high levels of rubbish dumping. Since the installation of this fence, 
there are low levels of litter in Boulevard Bush Reserve, which is also assisted by the 
Shepparton Mooroopna Urban Landcare Group who regularly monitor and clean the 
site. The Reserve has a ‘carry in, carry out’ policy with no rubbish bins provided. This 
approach will continue into the future with appropriate signage being developed to 
inform Reserve users of their responsibility with regard to litter.  
In the event of the dumping of large rubbish items, Council and/or Parks Victoria 
contacts should be notified (refer to Section 5.6). 

7 Infrastructure 
There is some existing built infrastructure located in Boulevard Bush Reserve including 
fences, gates, paths and signage. 

7.1 Reactive Management 
Along with a regular maintenance schedule there will be circumstances where 
reactive maintenance is required to infrastructure as a result of storm, vandalism, 
flood or other unexpected events. 
In the event of reactive maintenance being required the persons identifying the 
maintenance requirement should contact Council. 
7.2 Signage 
Signage has an important role within Boulevard Bush Reserve; however its function, 
style, design, materials and location will need to be carefully considered. 
Interpretative signage is locatedat both entrances to the Reserve in addition to a 
series of smaller signs that identify key species and sites which are located 
occasionally through the Reserve. Each entrance sign includes educational, 
directional and regulatory information. Roadside signage is proposed for either end 
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of the reserve to alert road users along The Boulevard of its significance. Yorta Yorta 
Nation Aboriginal Corporation has indicated their interest in developing cultural and 
historical signage in the Reserve. 
 
All signage in Boulevard Bush Reserve will conform to Greater Shepparton City 
Council’s Style guide. A standard design format was developed through the 
RiverConnect Land Management Working Group and includes artwork of a possum 
skin cloak design by Lee Darroch. Greater Shepparton City Council has a formal 
agreement with Lee for the use of this artwork on interpretative signage in the river 
environment (TRIM 2018/26201). Adherence to this agreement is critical for any 
signage in the Reserve. Maintenance of these signs is the responsibility of Greater 
Shepparton City Council. 
7.3 Walking Paths 
Visitors are encouraged to use the existing paths within Boulevard Bush Reserve. A 
single gravelled walking path runs between the main two entrances to the Reserve. 
The maintenance of this is the responsibility of Greater Shepparton City Council 
Parks, Sport and Recreation department. Path maintenance includes: 

 Crushed brick re-laying as required; 
 Maintenance to a width of 1.5 metres; 
 Slashing along either side of the path, one mower width wide, a minimum of 6 times per year;  
 Spraying of all vegetation as it appears on the crushed brick path;  
 Maintenance to a width of 1.5 metres surrounding the picnic table; and   
 Maintenance of the risk from overhanging and fallen tree limbs as per section 7.1.1.  There are two smaller unformed paths intersecting the more remote patches of the 

Reserve. Visitors are encouraged to use these paths during the cooler months, when 
the risk of snake bite and fire is minimal. There are no path maintenance activities 
undertaken on these paths. 
7.4 Gates and Access 
Gates have been constructed at the eastern and western end of the Reserve. Since 
their installation, these gates have remained closed to restrict vehicle access to the 
Reserve. Emergency and management vehicles can access the site via these gates. A 
key can be obtained from Council or Parks Victoria. 
Bollarded pedestrian entrances have been constructed at the eastern and western 
end of the Reserve. This enables pedestrian access to the site, whilst restricting 
vehicle and motor bike access. 
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All walkways from car parks to entrances will be formalised with crushed brick of 1.5 
metres wide and slashed per section 8.3.  
7.5 Fencing 
There is currently a ring-lock fence located along the northern and eastern 
boundaries of the Reserve. The majority of this fence runs parallel to The Boulevard. 
Fencing has been installed to eliminate unauthorised vehicle access through the 
Reserve. Greater Shepparton City Council is responsible for the maintenance of this 
fencing. 
7.6 Car Parks 
There are two un-sealed, semi-formal car parks at the eastern and western ends of 
the Reserve. Greater Shepparton City Council is responsible for the maintenance of 
these car parks.  
7.7 Seating 
At present, there is one bench seat along the path and one picnic table at the 
eastern end of the Reserve. The RiverConnect Land Management Working Group has 
recognised the potential for a second picnic table at the western end of the Reserve. 
The design and location of any additional seating will take into account cultural 
heritage, the likelihood of future flooding and potential fire, and should be 
sympathetic to the surrounding environment. Greater Shepparton City Council is 
responsible for the maintenance of seating. 

8 Education 
The use of Boulevard Bush Reserve as a venue for educational activities is encouraged and 
forms a key part of the vision for the Reserve. The RiverConnect Land Management Working 
Group, Greater Shepparton City Council, Parks Victoria and Shepparton Mooroopna Urban 
Landcare Group will promote the venue in this context and identify funding opportunities 
for appropriate activities to be undertaken within the Reserve.  

 
There will be an increase in the number of various Educational activities and events 
throughout the duration of the Environmental Management Plan, outlined in detail in the 
Action Plan. These activities include: 
 

 An annual open day 
 Installation, maintenance and monitoring of nesting boxes 
 Bird and plant surveys 
 RiverConnect spotlight walks 
 European and Aboriginal Heritage walks 
 Bat monitoring sessions, and 
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 General informational walks, including bush safety ie. Snakes. 
9 Human Interaction 

9.1 Vehicle Access No vehicles, including motorbikes, are permitted in the Reserve, other than those 
involved in maintenance activities, as per Greater Shepparton City Council Local Law 
Number 1 – Section 2.15 Recreational Vehicles (GSCC 2008). 
9.2 Dogs 
All visitors to Boulevard Bush Reserve are required to have their pets on a leash 
(GSCC 2008). Pets, particularly dogs, are not permitted to disturb any native wildlife. 
The inappropriate management of dogs and other domestic pets has the potential to 
compromise the natural values of the Reserve and to discourage other visitors, such 
as bird observers. 
 
The management of dog excrement in Boulevard Bush Reserve will comply with 
Greater Shepparton City Council Local Law No 1 – Community Living Section 6.9; ‘No 
person in charge of an animal shall allow any part of the animals excrement to 
remain in a highway or council land’ and ‘a person in charge of a domestic animal 
must carry a suitable receptacle for the removal of that animal’s excrement from a 
highway or council land’ (GSCC 2008). 
9.3 Cats 
Domestic cats are not permitted in Boulevard Bush Reserve as per Greater 
Shepparton City Council’s Local Law Number 1 – Community Living Section 6.3. 
(GSCC, 2008). They are a potential predator to endangered and threatened wildlife 
species and compete with similar species for food. 
9.4 Bardi Grubbing 
The digging or removal of any ground cover for the purpose of bardi grubbing, or any 
other type of bait, is an activity that can cause substantial damage to the vegetation 
of the Reserve, potentially leading to the death of native plants and the introduction 
of weeds. Bardi grubbing is not prohibited in Boulevard Bush Reserve and is 
generally an activity that is not permitted in other areas of public land and is only 
allowed to be undertaken in state forests with a permit under the Forests Act 1958 
(Forests Act 1958). 
9.5 Camping 
Overnight camping is not permitted in Boulevard Bush Reserve or its car parks. The 
Reserve does not have the appropriate facilities to allow it to be used as a site for 
camping. This position is consistent with the Greater Shepparton City Council’s Local 
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Law Number 1 – Community Living, Section 2.17 (a); which states ‘A person must not, 
except with a permit, camp on any Council land or on any privately owned land 
within the municipality unless within a designated camping area’ (GSCC 2008). 
Camping is however permitted in the Shepparton Regional Park which runs along the 
river frontage. 
9.6 Camp Fires 
Due to the fragile environment and conservation values of the site, camp fires are 
prohibited in Boulevard Bush Reserve. This position is consistent with Greater 
Shepparton City Council’s Local Laws Number 1, Section 2.5 (GSCC 2008). Campfires 
are however permitted in the Shepparton Regional Park which runs along the river 
frontage. Campfires must comply with fire regulations and are not permitted on days 
of Total Fire Ban. 
9.7 Firewood Collection 
Ground timber, particularly larger diameter materials, provide valuable habitat for a 
range of fauna species. The Flora and Fauna assessment found there was little 
timber on the ground in the Reserve, which is presumably due to continuous 
removal of this timber by members of the public (Guinane, S., 2012). 
The collection of firewood within Boulevard Bush Reserve is therefore not permitted. 
It has been recommended through the Flora and Fauna Assessment that managers 
increase the number of ground cover logs within the Reserve (Guinane, S., 2012). 
9.8 Recreational Fishing 
As the majority of the boundary of Boulevard Bush Reserve is bordered by the 
Goulburn River, fishing is accepted as an appropriate recreational activity, provided 
that Victorian Fishing Regulations are followed. 
9.9 Horse Riding 
The riding of horses in the Reserve is prohibited. The riding of horses is not 
compatible with the other users of the park. This policy is consistent with the 
Greater Shepparton City Council’s Local Law Number 1 – Community Living,  Section 
2.16; which states ‘A person must not without a permit ride or lead a horse or cause 
or authorise another person to ride or lead a horse on any land set aside by the 
Council for the purpose of recreation, whether active or passive, or a pleasure 
ground, or place of public resort, or playground being Council land unless such place 
has been signposted by the Council as being available for horses or horse riding’ 
(GSCC 2008). 
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9.10 Graffiti 
Graffiti of any form is not permitted in Boulevard Bush Reserve. Any graffiti needs to 
be reported to the Greater Shepparton City Council and removed as soon as 
possible.  
9.11 Functions  
The use of the Reserve as a venue for functions such as weddings is not considered 
to be a priority by the working group. However, if there are individuals or groups 
who wish to stage functions they should contact the working group or the Council 
(contact details are found in Appendix D), to determine whether the proposal is 
appropriate. Any functions held within the Reserve should be managed in such a way 
to ensure that they do not impact on the existing visitor base and values of the 
Reserve. 
 
10.12 Other The following shall apply in the Reserve: 

 Under no circumstances is shooting permitted; 
 All paths are considered to be shared between all visitors; 
 All native wildlife is protected and Reserve users should not harass or harm 

wildlife at any time; 
 Walking off the paths is not encouraged, and 
 The construction of “rope swings” or “swings” of any kind is not permitted 

and will be removed by Parks Victoria. 
10 Urban Development  

Boulevard Bush Reserve is bordered by the Goulburn River on its western, southern and 
eastern boundaries. Its northern boundary is bordered by The Boulevard which runs 
parallel to the Reserve.  
There is a new development area opposite Boulevard Bush Reserve to the north. Whilst 
this development does not share a boundary with the Reserve, additional pressures for 
the site increase as population rises. These pressures include: increased recreational use 
by neighbours including pet animals, increased access to river, spread of introduced 
species, and increase in ground cover removal, noise pollution and litter for native 
species.  
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11 Emergency Management  
11.1 Flooding 
Bordering the Goulburn River, Boulevard Bush Reserve will flood at a moderate flood 
level of 10.2m. With this in mind, it is essential that all management objectives take 
flooding into consideration. 

11.1.1 Preferred Flood Mitigation Options No other fencing beyond the current extent is to be erected to ensure flood 
waters pass unimpeded.  
11.1.2 Reactive Management  There may be an increase in weed species after a flood event and 
management will need to take this into consideration. 
It is also likely that existing fallen timber will be re-located within and outside 
the Reserve and management will need to take this into consideration.  

12.2 Wildfire Risk Management 
Due to the close proximity of Boulevard Bush Reserve to housing, it will be necessary 
to monitor and act accordingly to fire risk. Fire risk will be managed through ongoing 
monitoring and slashing of the road side area 3 times per year or as required. This 
will provide a buffer zone between Boulevard Bush Reserve and residential 
properties.  

12 Occupational Health and Safety and Risk Management 
All members of the RiverConnect Land Management Group, Greater Shepparton City 
Council, Parks Victoria and their representative agencies, must demonstrate a strong 
commitment to workplace health and safety and public risk management, and take all 
reasonable care in the performance of their duties to prevent injury to themselves or 
others. 
Members of the RiverConnect Land Management Working Group and their 
representative agencies are responsible for complying with the relevant Occupational 
Health and Safety legislation, the Council’s Occupational Health and Safety Management 
System (My Safety), and the Council’s Risk Management Policy. They must ensure that 
appropriate work practices and procedures are in place, including the correct use of 
equipment and the identification and reporting of workplace incidents and hazards. 

13 Insurance 
At all times during the term of the Boulevard Bush Reserve Environmental Management 
Plan, all land managers of the Reserve must be the holder of a public liability policy of 
insurance (effected with an insurer which is authorised to carry on non-life insurance 
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business in Australia under the Insurance Act 1973) in the name of the relevant 
authority for an amount no less than $20 million and a WorkCover policy complying with 
the provisions of the Accident Compensation (WorkCover Insurance) Act 1993 in respect 
of all of its employees. 
Any user of the land must promptly notify the relevant land owner of any accident, 
injury, property damage or environmental damage which occurs during performance of 
the services and provide details of the investigation and any recommendation or 
strategies for future prevention. 

14 Review 
The Boulevard Bush Reserve Environmental Management Plan should be reviewed every 
three years by Council, in consultation with the RiverConnect Land Management 
Working Group, or more often if necessary.  
The Boulevard Bush Reserve Action Plan will be reviewed and reported against annually 
by the RiverConnect Land Management Working Group, as outlined in Sections 4 and 5.  

15 Boulevard Bushland Reserve Action Plan 
The Boulevard Bush Reserve Action Plan was developed in response to the findings and 
recommendations of the Flora and Fauna for Tassicker’s Block, Shepparton (Guinane, S., 
2012). The implementation of the Action Plan will be dependent on Greater Shepparton 
City Council’s annual budgetary process, Parks Victoria’s budgetary process and external 
funding opportunities. 
The following actions are recommended to Greater Shepparton City Council and Parks 
Victoria to enhance habitat values, improve the opportunities for passive recreational 
use and provide educational opportunities for the community.  
The table has been colour coded to reflect existing (Black) and additional (Blue) budget 
required for various items. 
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No. Item Strategic Link Budget Estimate ($) Information required to complete 
the task 

Priority Status 
2014 - 15 2015 - 16 2016 -17 

1. Seating Seating - 8.7 $1500   Bench seating mid-way along the 
main walking path 

High Complete 

2. Cultural Heritage 
Assessment 

Terrestrial 
Management - 7.4 

 
$10000 

$5000 
 

  European  
 Aboriginal 

Medium 
Medium 

Not yet 
addressed 

3. Flora and Fauna 
Assessment 

Terrestrial 
Management – 7.1, 
7.2 and 7.3 

  $3000  High Complete 

4. Nesting Box  Terrestrial 
Management – 
7.3.1 

$1000 
 
 

 
 
$2500 

  Installation – with school 
group 

 Monitoring - $ for camera 

Medium 
 
Medium 

Ongoing 

6. Cat Trapping Human Interaction 
– 10.3 

$800 $800 $800 Conduct trappings 3 times per year High Complete 

7. Signage 
 

Infrastructure – 2.8 $3000 $2000 
 

$1500  Entrance signs (2) 
 Species specific signage 

(different tree species, or 
culturally significant trees) 

 Information Board 

High 
Medium 
 

Complete 
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8. Educational Walks  Education - 9 $300 
In-kind 
$1000 

$300 
In-kind 
$1000 

$300 
In-kind 
$1000 
 

 Spotlight 
 Walk and talk 
 Annual Event (report back to 

community on Management 
Plan/Action Plan) 

High 
Medium 
Medium 

Ongoing 

9. Brochure for local new 
home owner kits 

Education - 9  $1000   Low Not yet 
addressed 

10. Community Working 
Bees 

8.3 and 8.4 Gates, 
Access and Walking 
paths. 

$500 $2000 $500 Shepparton Mooroopna Urban 
Landcare Group to coordinate with 
Council, PV and community. 

High Ongoing 

11. Bollarding Gates and Access 
8.3 

$2000 $1000 $500 Council to bollard between old pump 
and gully to restrict unauthorised 
vehicle access. 

High Complete 

12. Site Inspection 
 Weed 

Management 
 Grass 

Management 
 Rubbish 
 Undesirable 

Terrestrial 
management 7.2, 
7.1 and 7.5 

$450 
 
In-kind 

$450 
 
In-kind 

$450 
 
In-kind 

 Seasonal site inspections to 
be conducted by Aquatic 
Bushland Care team 

 Annual site inspection to be 
conducted by RiverConnect 
Land Management Working 
Group in August each year, 
with an action list 
developed. 

High 
 
 
High 

Ongoing 
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human activity 
 Fencing 

13. Fuel Load Monitoring Emergency 
Management – 
12.2 

In-kind In-kind In-kind CFA – Municipal Fire Prevention 
Officer undertake annual 
assessments prior to the Fire Danger 
Period. 
Parks Victoria – The site will be 
assessed for consideration as part of 
the annual Fire Operations Plan. 

High Ongoing 

14 Investigate Old Pump 
Site 

Car Parks 8.6 In-kind $1000 $1000 Council to investigate history of area 
and consider for inclusion in BBR 
EMP. 

Medium Not yet 
addressed 

15 Trail counters 8.3 and 8.4 Gates, 
Access and Walking 
paths. 

   Install trail counters temporarily on 
lectern sign at Y of path to monitor 
walking traffic 

High Not yet 
addressed 

16 Revegetation Terrestrial 
Management – 7.1, 
7.2 and 7.3 

   Planting around the new picnic table 
in One Tree Per Child– blue devils, 
lemon beauty heads, lilies etc 

 Not yet 
addressed 
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Appendix A Vegetation List for Boulevard Bush Reserve 

Vascular flora has been recorded for presence in Boulevard Bush Reserve. This information has been 
collected from Flora and Fauna Assessment – Tassicker’s Block, Shepparton (Guinane, S., 2012) and 
Flora and Fauna Assessment of Boulevard Bush Reserve, Shepparton (Williams, L. and Stothers, K., 
2018) and recorded in the table below. 
An asterisk denotes an introduced species. 
“1” denotes a planted species. 
“r” signifies rare in Victoria (however, note this status does not apply to planted specimens or 
populations) 
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Appendix B  Fauna Observed for Boulevard Bush Reserve 
Fauna have been recorded for presence in Boulevard Bush Reserve. This information has been 
collected from Flora and Fauna Assessment – Tassicker’s Block, Shepparton (Guinane, S., 2012) and 
recorded in the Table immediately below. 
An asterisk denotes an introduced species. 
NT signifies Near threatened in Victoria (DSE 2013) 
EN signifies Endangered in Victoria (DSE 2013) 
L signifies Listed under the Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 
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Further Fauna species have been identified in Boulevard Bush Reserve. These are shown in the Table 
immediately below. 
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Appendix C   Consultation and Community Feedback 
 

No. What do you like about Plan? 
Is there anything missing from the draft EMP? Comments How feedback incorporated/used 

1     Pg 15 - Will contacts date?  Mention Eastern neighbour in 12.2 
The plan will be reviewed every three years, giving opportunity for updates.   Eastern neighbours are covered in section 12.2. 

2     
Key Performance Indicators needed. How do you measure achievements?  Risk assessment to guide priorities. 

The action plan will be reviewed annually to ensure targets are being met.  This action plan will be guided by high risk priorities.  

3 Keeps undesirable activities out Boat launch ramp at Easter boundary 
Ensure risk assessment is followed - Fire Hazard. No more planting at eastern entrance 

Flora and Fauna assessment identified little to no revegetation planting to occur in the site, including the eastern entrance.  Boat access elsewhere, as is inappropriate at the pump site. 

4 

Council taking responsibility, alleviating the pressure on neighbouring residents 
Full restriction of vehicles - extra bollards on eastern end. 

Regular fencing work will be required.  Enforce ban on motorbike use. Remove bike jumps asap. Regular feral animal trapping (possible job for SMULG).  Spring time mowing of two sub paths to open up site along the river.  Full area mowing between Reserve and The Boulevard. Mowing of eastern section of car park. Overall a good plan. 

Annual fencing inspection and inspection for undesirable human activity included in Action Plan.   Trapping undertaken as per Acton Plan section 6.  Section 8.3 speaks about mowing of two smaller unformed paths.  Maintenance and aesthetic works on the eastern car park have been listed to occur at least annually as part of a working bee with partner groups. 

5     

Eastern Gray Kangaroo with Joey, swamp wallaby and Echidna all spotted in or near Reserve. Fear for the future sanctuary of Snake Island and predicted 

Fauna captured in Fauna Observed in BBR document. (Appendix B)    Noted for Path Project considerations re: Snake Island. 
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bridge crossing. This will attract feral animals. 

6     

Hadn't realised importance of area. Continue bike path to link to the entrance of the Reserve (easier for cycling to work etc.).  Concern regarding parking and spill over to other areas where local traffic currently utilises. 

Next section of Shared Path Network planned to come into eastern car park.  Vehicle use in car parks will be continuously monitored and incorporated for action if necessary. 

7 

Protection for future generations. Educational opportunities  

Educational and interactive signs along the paths aimed at families. (well done in NT state parks) 

Concerned about fire threat.  Snake safety signage. Possible snake first aid kits on walking trail. Possible option for Council playgrounds too. 

Mowing regimes should be sufficient for urban area. Land Management Working Group has all the relevant authorities represented if further action needed to be taken.   Incorporated snake education into Section 9. 

8 That it has been developed for this area Fox and rabbit control. 

Consider including old pump area, this is not clear on the plan. Fence line along car park needs to be cleared (whipper snipped).  The concrete crossing from the north side of the Boulevard Park band is in the wrong place and is extremely dangerous as the vision line for seeing traffic coming Shepparton is no clear.  Regular use of the riverbank behind the houses along Boulevard by kids on motorbikes has been happening most afternoons for last few weeks. 

It has been actioned for Council to begin investigations regarding the old pump area and how that may be included in the EMP over coming years.    An annual working bee has been included to improve aesthetics of eastern car park.   Information passed onto Council Local Laws department. It is common to see a decrease in undesirable behaviours when correct usage of an area increases. 
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Appendix D EVC Benchmarks 
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Appendix E Spray Data Form 
 

 Record keeping template - Agricultural chemical use  Agricultural chemical application details Weather details    
(If product is being 
sprayed outdoors) 

Contact details 

Date of 
application 

Product trade name Application 
rate Crop/commodity 

treated OR situation product was applied 
Extent of use 
(area/volume /weight) 

Location where 
product was used 

Wind 
speed 

Wind 
direction 

Name and address of 
applicator and (if applicable) supervisor 

Name and address of 
person for whom the application was carried out 

          

          

          

Agricultural chemical details must be recorded within 48 hours of use.  
For pest animal baiting, use the ‘Poison Baits used for Pest Animal Control’ record keeping template. 

For details of your legal requirements when using agricultural chemicals visit: www.depi.vic.gov.au/chemicaluse 
  


