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Note for Principals and teachers

All schools are asked to please note the following disclaimer :

The RiverConnect Community Advisory Committee and the people listed below endeavour to
support schools in their Adopt -a-reach projects

9 Dianne Hanna o Education Consulta nt
9 Danielle Ahern - RiverConnect Project Officer
1 Cindy Dohe rty - RiverConnect Coordinator, and
1 relevant R iverConnect Land Managers from:
o0 Greater Shepparton City Council
o0 Department of Sustainability and Environment
o Parks Victoria
0 Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority.
As such they are encouraging schools by suggesting a wide range of possible activities schools

may wish to consider undertaking with their students within their RiverConnect reach or the
general Shepparton Mooroopna river environs.

They also may actively assist with on -site school activities. However, it is important that schools
understand that RiverConnect staff, the City of Greater Shepparton, the Department of
Sustainability and Environment, Parks Victoria and the Goulburn Broken Catchment
Management Authority cannot accept any responsibility for the safety of students and staff

when they are undertaking activities in the river environment.

Therefore to ensure the safety of their students, it is vitally important that schools fol low the
required lia bility, risk management and/or safety procedures of the Department of Education
and any such procedures they may be requested to follow by the Greater Shepparton City
Council, the Department of Sustainability and Environm ent, Parks Vict oria and/or the Goulburn
Broken Catchment Management Authority.

This document is the copyright of the RiverConnect Community Advisory Committee and should
not be copied, transferred or utilised without permission unless for educational purposes.

For further information regarding the RiverConnect project please contact:
Cindy Doherty, RiverConnect Coordinator, Greater Shepparton City Council
Ph. 5832 9714 Email: cindy.doherty@shepparton.vic.gov.au
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0The Riverd 6 by Rebecca Atkinson , acrylic on canvas, 2003

0The pai nt i thegbush,partiedadyithe animals that live there.

The story behind the painting is my interpreta

Reproduced with permission from the Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority.
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Foreword

Welcome to the RiverConnect Adopt -a-reach project. We are delighted that you
have decided to support this exciting project and look forward to working w ith you
as you connect your students to our wonderful river environment.

By participating you will be playing a vital role in helping make the dreams of the
RiverConnect Community Advisory Committee become a reality. Members of this
committee and its fo rerunner the RiverConnect Steering Committee, believe that the
well being of both the environment and the community as a whole can only be
enhanced through this project.

This kit more fully outlines the RiverConnect journey so far and the future vision f or
RiverConnect, as well as providing ideas and resources to assist you as you develop
your own unique Adopt -a-reach program.

We would really like to hear about what you do with your students and would value

your feedback about what else you would like to do, what extra assistance you
would like or how you think the RiverConnect concept could be broadened and
extended. To help you do this we have a feedback section at the end of the kit
which we would like you to return to us each semester.

We appreciate and value the important and significant role teachers and schools
play both in studentsd |ives and in influe
are therefore confident that your work with your students through this program will

have a ripple ef fect through our whole community and will have a lifelong impact

on students.

Dianne Hanna
RiverConnect Education Consultant

Education representative on the RiverConnect C ommunity Advisory Committee
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Section 1: What i s RiverConnect ?

Project overview

RiverConnect is a grand plan that will see the Goulburn and Broken River system duly
recognised as the life and soul of the Shepparton and Mooroopna communities. This dynamic
concept will support a raft of existing and new alliances and activities drawing in the
community to ultimately embrace the river and enjoy its many wonders.

It could be said that in the recent past, Shepparton - Mooroopna largely turned its back on
the Goulburn River at its door step. The towns that w  ere built on the waterway that provided
transport, food, social and cultural amenities and the very life blood of survival d water - have

forgotten its importance. The modern built environment has not taken full advantage of the
aesthetic values of the riv er system and its environmental, economic and cultural significance
are now largely unrecognised.

There has been a growing appreciation of the significance of the Goulburn - Broken system. It
is the lifeblood of the region supplying water for irrigation, f ood processing, homes and
gardens. It also offers a beautiful and environmentally significant backdrop for recreation and

is an enormously significant cultural heritage site for the Aboriginal population of Shepparton.

There is a wealth of untapped secrets  and opportunities around the river.

Many agencies, individuals and organisations are already involved with the river and its
surrounds as a landowner, traditional owner, asset manager or in the delivery of environmental
planning and works. However, there is a lack of integration and synergy in current activities
and they have not been given due consideration or acknowledgement.

Aboriginal and educational organisations have built on the groundswell in interest and
preliminary discussions between the Greater Shepparton City Council, the Goulburn Broken
Catchment Management Authority ( GBCMA) and other natural resource management
agencies. Together, these groups have identified the merits of a multi -agency, whole of
community approach to future management of th e Goulburn and Broken Rivers and
surrounding Red Gum forests between Shepparton and Mooroopna

How can we together increase community appreciation and
custodianship of the Goulburn and Broken River System as a

social, economic, environmental, educational and cultural asset?
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2030 Vision for RiverConnect

The 2030 Vision will be achieved by developing strategies to achieve objectives under
five inter-connect ing strategic nodes.

1 Nurturing our natural environment
(Thriving ecosystems)

5 Securing the funds
for our ecuo:
survival

(Revenue raising
and management)

2 Connecting our
people with our
rivers
(General

"y community

Vision participation and

' ; learning)

4 Raising the profile 3 Learning from Aboriginal
of our Rivers know-how

(Feeding the spirit

of the river) (Aboriginal peoples

participation and learning)

Governance

In 2008 a RiverConnect Community Advisory Committee (CAC) was formed under the auspice

of the Greater Shepparton City Council. This group replaces the former RiverConnect Steering
Committee, which was led by the Goulburn Br oken Catchment Management Authority (GB
CMA).

The Community Advisory Committee includes representatives from the GB CMA, Greater
Shepparton City Council, Department of Sustainability and Environment, Parks Victoria,
Department of  Primary Industries, Goulb urn Murray Landcare Network, Department of
Education and Early Childhood Development Shepparton Network, Rumbalara Aboriginal
Cooperative, Yorta Yorta Nations, the Yorta Yorta Joint Body, Word and Mouth and two
community representatives appointed by the fo rmer steering committee.

Thi s member ship refl ects t he i nterests of t Be

Mooroopna area.
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Role of the RiverConnect Community Advisory Committee

The RiverConnect CAC is a high -level committee, which is appointed i n an advisory capacity
to the Greater Shepparton City Council. It has no executive authority, but it will:

1

= =4 =4 =

Provide direction and leadership and enable all stakeholders across the community to
participate in the development and implementation of a RiverCon nect Master Plan ,

Identify and recommend appropriate sources of fundi ng for RiverConnect initiatives,
Recommend the sequencing of works associated with the Master P lan,
Monitor the implementation and effectiveness of the approved Master P lan,

Ensure that the membership of the RiverConnect CAC is representative of all key
stakeholders with an interest in the management and development of the Goulburn
Broken River floodplain b etween Shepparton and Mooroopna,

Have primary responsibility to communicate the Riv erConnect vision, Master Plan , funding
arrangements and associat ed works to the wider community,

Facilitate two -way communication betwee n the community and the Council,

Advocate on behalf of the community, including promotion of the approved Master Plan .

Working group structure

Four working groups and an Elders Reference Group have been established to undertake the
detailed planning required for particular issues.

RiverConnect
Community Advisory
Committee

Communications
Working Group / \ Education
’ . Working Group

’ \
’ \
’ \
’ \
’ \

/Aboriginal Participation:
)/ Working Group N
Elders Reference Group

Land Managers
Working Group

Adopt-a-reach Information Kit i May 2008 8



Education Working Group

1 Education is a key component of the Rive rConnect project; with better education and a
greater community understanding of the great asset we have on our doorstep, its future
will be in better hands.

1 RiverConnect offers opportunities to promote local interest in issues relevant to the
Goulburn an d Broken Rivers, in Shepparton and Mooroopna schools and the wider
community.

1 The Education Working Group is one means by which these opportunities can be realised.

1 A prime task of the group is to encourage and support school and tertiary education
involv ement in RiverConnect.

1 The first step in this process was the RiverConnect secondary education curriculum review
project conducted by Dianne Hanna and David Hodgkins in 2006. After reviewing VCE,

VCAL and VELS requirements, opportunities for the inclusio  n of RiverConnect issues within

this curriculum were identified.

1 The review resulted in a series of recommendations for the way forward. The Adopt
reach Project is the first stage in the implementation of these recommendations.

Education Working Grou p membership

Member Position Organisation Role
Dianne Hanna Former Teacher Education Consultant Convenor
David Hodgkins Community Education Goulburn Valley Water,
Manager (WaterWatch) Shepparton
Michaela Bicknell Waterwatch Facilitator Goulburn Valley Water,
Shepparton
Cindy Doherty RiverConnect Project Greater Shepparton City
Coordinator Councll
Neville Atkinson Aboriginal Participation Yorta Yorta Joint Body, GB
Working Group CMA
Rod McLennan Director Rod McLennan & Assoc. Pty
Ltd
Danielle Ahern RiverConnect Project Officer Goulburn Murray Landcare
Network
Kylie Tuhan Education Officer LandLearn & Dept Primary
Industries
Leigh Riether Tertiary Student Word and Mouth
Ann Fagan Former Teacher Education Consultant
Wendy D6 Am Commu nity Member Shepparton Mooroopna
Urban Landcare Group

For more information regarding the Education Working Group please contact:

Dianne Hanna - RiverConnect Education Consultant
Ph: 5828 9281 Email: dhanna @mcmedia.com.au
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Where were these photos taken?

N
N

e é. . asame $pet by simply turning 120 degrees!!

The river floodplain does truly lie in the heart of the Shepparton Mooroopna urban area.

Adopt-a-reach Information Kit i May 2008 10



Section 2: The RiverConnect Project Area

a Aerial photograph
b Map
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2a  Aerial photograph
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